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shuttle, organize a system of safe traffic signals or make
a map to a hidden treasure.
Now on such problems he should be encouraged to talk
and in friendly discussion he will gain practice in stating
his reasons, getting Ms conclusions criticized and altering
his views on his own work. A good many people who are
excellent in a practical situation can only help others by
doing the thing for them ; that is a pity in itself, but it is
worse when they can brook no criticism because they have
had no training in verbal expression of their judgement, and
worst when they say ' I never could argue '—a confession
of bad early training as full of implication as the ' I never
could do mathematics * that we discussed in an earlier
chapter.
Speech is not every one's chosen medium for self-ex-
pression, but it must be possible to use it as a common
medium. Children who have grown up discussing their
practical work, stating their reasons for choice of material,
evaluating their successes and failures are on the way to
be educated folk.
Secondly, it is wise to remember that a child grows up
very rapidly, and one of the most marked signs of matur-
ation is the increased power of reasoning. This is partly
accounted for by the fact that we can only reason on
material that is within our experience and not till a child
has some appreciation of space, time, position, &c., can
he reason on these matters.
His experience, even at sixteen, is still often limited
compared with that of his teacher and his judgements are
correspondingly crude. But it is the function of the
educator to notice where the lack of experience is most
marked and to try to make up the deficit. Thus if a boy of
fourteen who has become an ardent Hitlerite asserts that
Hitler has made Germany an obedient, orderly aisd ex-
tremely efficient country, he should be given a daaace of
studying the Germany of pre-war days. To omteadiet.

